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How to use this guide:
•
•
•
•

Follow the instructions and complete the activities.
You may complete the activities at HistoryMiami or at home.
Please use only pencil when you are working in the gallery.
Look carefully, use your imagination and have fun!

Opa-locka is an Arabian-themed city that is found right here in
Greater Miami. It was founded in the 1920s by the world famous
aviator Glenn Hammond Curtiss (1878-1930) .
In the early 1920s part of South Florida was still thought of as
wilderness. The city of Opa-locka looked like a mirage rising out
of that hammock tree-filled wilderness.
The architecture of Opa-locka is Islamic in style. It is a world filled
with inspired buildings such as a fancy "palace" and exotic settings
like a North African bazaar. The design of this fantasy city was based
on stories and characters from the fictional book, The Arabian

Nights.

Arch Part of a structure that is curved and is used to span an open
space like a door. Horseshoe or keyhole arches are found in Islamic
style architecture.
Architecture The art and science of designing buildings
Aviator Someone who flies an aircraft
Arabia A peninsula in southwest Asia between the Red Sea and
the Persian Gulf
Bazaar A street market or market area lined with vendors
Dome A rounded roof or ceiling on a room or building
Floor Plan A scale drawing of a room or building
Islamic Style The architecture style seen in buildings throughout the
Middle East. The style is characterized by domes, arches, geometric
shapes and patterns.
Minaret A tall, thin tower on a mosque with a balcony from which
Muslims are called to prayer
Mirage An illusion that seems real often occurring in the desert
Model A small copy of something used as a guide to making things
in full size
Mosque A Muslim place of worship
Pattern An arrangement of shapes, lines, letters, numbers or colors
that can be repeated or used again and again

The city of Opa-locka was inspired
by the tales of The Arabian Nights.
These stories were set in the ancient
Middle East in countries like Persia
(modern day Iran), India, Syria,
Palestine, Arabia and Egypt. The
buildings in Opa-locka looked a lot
like the type of buildings that would
have been seen in these countries.

Have you found the copy
of the book, The Arabian
Nights, in the gallery?

Can you draw a route from ancient Persia to the city of Opa-locka?
Can you locate your hometown on the map?

Islamic buildings like those found in Opa-locka are
designed with many patterns of repeating shapes.
• Look around the gallery to see if you can locate a
pattern in one of the photographs or drawings
of a building.
• Draw a building below.
• Use your imagination to create an original building.
• Be sure to include shapes and patterns like those
seen in the buildings of Opa-locka.

Find the following items in the photographs and drawings in this gallery.
Check them off when you find them.
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minaret

Advertisements were created to get people excited about living in new
cities that were being built in Florida. Advertisements to get people to
move to Opa-locka were placed in many newspapers and magazines.
•
•

Find the advertisement for Opa-locka in the gallery.
In the box provided on the next page create your own advertisement
that will make people want to live in the city of Opa-locka.
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ABOUT HISTORYMIAMI
HistoryMiami is the premier cultural institution committed
to gathering, organizing, preserving and celebrating
Miami's history as a unique crossroads of the Americas.
We accomplish this through exhibitions, city tours,
education, research, collections and publications.
HistoryMiami advocates for helping everyone understand
the importance of the past in shaping Miami's future.

HOURS
MONDAY CLOSED
TUESDAY- FRIDAY 10 AM TO 5 PM
SATURDAY- SUNDAY 12 PM TO 5 PM
*Closed on all major federal holidays
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